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On D-Day British troops from the 3rd Division 
began landing on Sword Beach at 7.25 a.m. Sword 
was located nine miles north of the city of Caen, a key 
transport hub and strategic position. In command of 
the British troops was Major-General Tom Rennie. 
His objective for the day was to win control of the 
high ground above Caen, and if possible the city itself, 
along with an airfield at nearby Carpiquet. Compared 
to other landing beaches, Sword was only lightly 
defended, with obstacles and some emplacements 
in sand dunes. The British were able to lay down 
suppressing fire and allow most of their tanks to land 
safely. At about the same time three German E-boats 
attacked the Allied ships supporting the land troops. 
They launched torpedoes and sank the Norwegian 
destroyer Svenner, one of the few German naval 
successes on D-Day. Fortunately, though the ship 
sank, its crew was rescued. The beach was secured 

and at 8.30 a.m., the leading British battalions began 
to push inland while more troops and artillery 
successfully landed. Earlier that day, just after 
midnight, glider-borne troops from the 6th Airborne 
had made a bold attack near Sword, seizing bridges 
and neutralizing artillery that would have threatened 
the landing forces (see The Battle for Pegasus Bridge). 

51 feet long, 6 feet wide
Were the dimensions of the British midget submarines, 
known as X-boats. Two were employed to guide the landing 
of the troops at Sword (and Juno) to act as navigation 
beacons by flashing green lights for the landing craft. Each 
had a crew of five men who had to operate in extremely 
cramped conditions while ensuring the Germans did not 
spot them. As a result of the postponement of D-Day, by 
the time the landings took place, they had been in position 
for around sixty-four hours. However, they remained alert, 
unspotted and in position, and when the time came they 
were able to ensure the landing craft followed the correct 
course and reached the beaches safely.


